The School: general introduction
a. School board
The school is managed by the foundation (stichting) ‘De School met den Bijbel’.
Koningin Beatrixschool's education number is: 04ON
b. Address & contact details
Saenredamstraat 4
2525 TN  The Hague
e-mail: contact@beatrixschool.info
website: www.beatrixschool.info
c. General information
Koningin Beatrixschool is a Christian school that welcomes all children whose parents appreciate the Christian character of the school.
Our school is an inner city school located in the centre of the Schilderswijk area of The Hague. Nearly all children who attend the school live in the Schilderswijk area.
We have approximately 320 pupils and around 55 staff members (including teaching assistants, part-time employees and substitute teachers).
Mission and Vision: a Christian school
a. Upbringing and education
At Koningin Beatrixschool, not only do we want to teach our pupils a great deal, but we also want to help raise them. We do this from a Christian point of view. The teachers emphasize moral standards and values, respect for others and a positive attitude.
Upon enrolment, parents are informed that their children will be receiving a Christian education and sign to indicate their approval.
The education at our school is organised in such a way that every child can make the most of their God-given gifts.
b. Teaching staff
The teachers associated with the school live and work on the basis of their faith in Our Lord Jesus Christ.
c. Assemblies at the start of the day/week
Every Monday morning from 8:45 – 9:15 a.m. all the children gather together in the assembly hall to start the week by singing, praying and listening to a Bible story. Mention is also made of the children who will be celebrating their birthdays that week. Parents are welcome to attend these assemblies; after bringing their children to school, they may sit at the side of the hall and watch. Parents are expected to remain silent and show respect for the proceedings. 
For the rest of the week, the children start each day by singing, praying and listening to a Bible story together with the others in their year group.
d. Celebrations
Celebrating the Christian holidays with the children is the highlight of the school year. Parents are welcome to attend our Christmas celebrations.
We also mark Queens’ Day and Liberation day, as well as celebrating the Beatrix festival each year.
e. Atmosphere
We believe that a good atmosphere at the school plays an important role in ensuring the healthy development of our pupils. Working on the basis of respect, we believe in honesty, sincerity and trust. By giving the children clear rules, we establish a sense of safety and security. 
We are especially alert when it comes to identifying and tackling bullying, and we have a safety plan that incorporates a protocol on tackling bullying. 
Care for our pupils
a. New pupils
Children can start school at four years old. Parents receive a card from the local council when their child is three years old, which they can use to enrol their child in school. If a child is enrolled on time, he/she can make a couple of visits to the school before turning four to get used to this new environment. 
A child transferred to us from another school will be placed in the same year group as at his/her previous school, unless special circumstances require otherwise. In such cases, we always contact the child’s previous school.
b. Child development system and Cito tests
From year 1 until year 8, the educational development of the child is monitored using the child development system. Pupils in all year groups regularly take tests. From the start of year 3, there are tests for arithmetic, spelling, technical reading, comprehensive reading and vocabulary development. Most of these tests are part of the method we work with or tests developed by Cito.
Besides this we also use a pedagogical development system to monitor the social and emotional development of the child. We use the KIJK system for the first few years at primary school and the ZIEN system thereafter.
c. Reports
The children in years 3 to 8 receive report cards three times a year. The first and second report card are handed to their parents in person during a personal 10-minute discussion at the school with their child’s teacher.
Children in years 1 and 2 do not receive a report, but their progress is monitored and their parents are invited to come along for a discussion.
However, parents do not need to wait for an invitation to come along and discuss a report: they are welcome to make an appointment to talk about their child at any time.
d. Extra assistance
Children who require extra assistance will, in the first place, receive it from their own teacher. The assistance required will be described in a 'year group plan'; the children involved will regularly receive extra attention at a dedicated desk, and will sometimes be given extra homework. If a child needs extra assistance of a kind that goes beyond the scope of the curriculum, or in cases such as e.g. dyslexia, he/she will receive further assistance from the remedial teacher outside the classroom and the parents will be informed. In such cases, children will be offered extra assistance individually or in small groups and will sometimes be given work to finish off during class.
e. Appropriate education
Children with a disability can be enrolled at our school, subject to certain conditions. If the parents have applied for a personal special needs educational budget, their child is welcome to enrol, provided that:
- the child can be taught and is able to participate in the group activities
- the school team has the know-how needed to supervise the child
- the teacher has enough to offer the child in terms of teaching and attention
- the uninterrupted development of all other children is guaranteed.
f. Special primary education
An ordinary primary school is not appropriate for all children. If we think that this may apply to a particular child, we will contact the special needs committee. Parents will always be notified in advance in such cases. If, after studying the case, that committee concludes that a child would be better off at a school for special primary education, he/she can be registered with the permanent individual needs committee.
Parents will be consulted regarding all decisions.
Rules and regulations
a. Four basic rules
To enable them to learn, it is very important for pupils to feel safe at school. Our school does its utmost to make the environment as safe as possible for children. To this end we have drawn up four basic rules:
1. we ensure that everyone is able to work peacefully and quietly;
2. pupils and teachers treat each other with respect;
3. everyone abides by the rules and is personally responsible for doing so;
4. everyone respects the equipment and the learning environment.
5. At the beginning of the school year we discuss these rules with the children and make any further arrangements required with the class. If necessary we may amend these class rules during the year.
6. Because safety is very important, we do not accept breaches of these rules by pupils or parents. In cases of aggression or violence by pupils or parents against other pupils, staff members or equipment, we follow the following clear set of rules:
1. In principle, we report the matter to the police.
2. We investigate whether the pupil needs to be removed from the school or if a parent needs to be barred from entering the school.
3. Any damage to equipment shall be recouped.
b. Further rules
Behaviour in school
As was stated above, further rules are agreed between teaching staff and pupils in all year groups. A number of further rules that apply to each class are: 
1. Sweets, crisps etc. are only allowed in school as part of birthday celebrations.
2. Chewing gum is banned from the school.
3. There must be no running or shouting in the hall or on the stairs.
4. Swearing is not permitted.
Jewellery and toys
1. Don’t give your child valuable jewellery and watches to wear to school. During swim and gym classes, all jewellery and watches must be taken off and stored in a special locker. The school cannot be held responsible for any loss or damage.
2. On Friday afternoons, pupils in year groups 1 and 2 are allowed to bring a toy of their own to school. This is not allowed on any other days. The school is not responsible for loss or damage to toys.
3. Water pistols, water balloons, catapults and any kind of pocket knives are prohibited and cannot be brought to school.
Birthdays
Children celebrating their birthdays are allowed to bring along a treat for their own class and others, and receive a birthday card signed by the teachers. As a gift from the foundation (stichting) ‘Vrienden van de Koningin Beatrixschool’, every child also receives a birthday book.
c. Guidelines on clothing
Your child’s clothing must be in line with the Christian identity of the school. Therefore it is forbidden to wear provocative clothes and head coverings of any kind.
d. Hygiene
1. Children must be toilet-trained and able to use the toilet on their own. Please inform your teacher if your child needs help, e.g. with cleaning him/herself after a bowel movement. 2. After using the toilet children must always leave the toilet clean and wash their hands.
3. Children who stay on during the afternoon are allowed to bring a toothbrush and toothpaste to school to brush their teeth after lunch. All children in year groups 1 to 4 are given a toothbrush.
4. For gym classes, children in year groups 3 to 8 need to being gym clothes with them:
 - for girls: a gym suit or a T-shirt and shorts;
 - for boys: gym shorts. 
If children want to wear a T-shirt, they must bring an extra one, because during gym class they are not allowed to wear the same clothes that they wear in class. Gym shoes are not compulsory, but children who do not bring them have to take gym classes in their bare feet. After gym classes the children must wash their feet, so it is important that they also bring a towel with them. Please put your child's whole gym kit in a plastic bag with his/her name on it.
e. Sickness absence
If a child is absent due to sickness or a doctor’s visit, his/her parents must notify the school by telephone between 8.00 – 9.00 a.m. or let us know by e-mail. After 9.00 a.m. we will contact you if your child is absent and we have not heard from you.
f. Use of internet and mobile phones
Pupils are allowed to use the internet or Kennisnet website in school with the teacher’s permission. Our network is protected by a net filter to avoid any unwanted contact and to prevent children from being confronted with undesirable websites.
The use of mobile phones, smartphones, Blackberries etc by pupils is prohibited. If, due to circumstances, a child needs to be able to contact their parents after school, a written request to this effect must be submitted to the principal. The school cannot be held responsible for loss, damage or theft of the mobile phone.
d. Suspension and removal from school
If a pupil misbehaves in class, he/she may temporarily be sent out into the hall. In the event of repeated misbehaviour, he/she will be sent to the principal. A pupil contract will then be agreed with the pupil in writing. If the pupil fails to comply, the parents will be informed. If this fails to produce the desired effect, the child may, in the worst cases, be temporarily suspended from school. The school attendance officer and inspectorate will be informed in such cases.
h. Head lice
After each holiday, children will be checked for head lice. 
It would be advisable to check your child at home on a weekly basis too.
Lunchtime care (staying on at lunchtime)
We recommend that you eat with your child at home: it gives your child the chance to relax and promotes a stronger family relationship. However, if your child cannot come home to eat at lunchtimes, they can stay on at school
and eat in the classroom with their own teacher. Children in the school yard are supervised by teachers and parents who are specially trained and authorised for this purpose.
Children are only permitted to stay on if they have a ticket to do so (called a ‘strip ticket’). These tickets can be purchased at the main entrance between 3.00 and 3.30 p.m. on Monday afternoons and between 8.30 and 9.00 a.m. on Wednesday mornings. You pay €1.00 for your first child, €0.50 for the second child and others are entitled to stay for free. Larger tickets with more strips work out cheaper.
Your child's teacher will keep your child’s ticket and fill it in.
Parents
a. Parental involvement
We expect parents to show respect for the Christian character of our school. For the sake of their offspring, we also expect them to become involved with the school and to take an interest in the development and results of their child.
We appreciate visits to our school by parents, and parents are permitted to accompany their child into the classroom when bringing them to school. On Tuesdays to Fridays, parents of pupils in year groups 1 and 2 are permitted to stay in the classroom and play with their child until 9.00 am.
Parents can also request a home visit or a meeting with their child’s teacher, as well as asking for an appointment with the principal.
Every Monday your child will be given a weekly newsletter to take home.
Three times a year we publish a school newspaper, containing many contributions from the children, as well as information from the principal on the latest developments at the school.
In September of each school year, a special parents’ evening is organised, at which you will be given information about your child’s new year group.
b. Voluntary parental contribution
Parents are asked to make a voluntary contribution to the parents’ council each year: €17.50 for their first child and €12.50 for their next child. This contribution is used for activities such as sports days, farewell parties, Sinterklaas, Christmas, Easter brunch etc. We cannot make such a contribution compulsory, but the school does depend on it to fund these extra activities. 
___________________________________________

Rights and Obligations
a. Personal number and privacy
In 2006 all primary schools began introducing personal (education) numbers for each child. This number is usually the same as your child’s Citizen Service Number (or ‘BSN’ number in Dutch, previously the social security or 'Sofi'' number). As a school we are legally obliged to enter this number in our system. This personal number and the associated data are subject to the Personal Data Protection Act [Dutch title: Wet bescherming persoonsgegevens]. Information about pupils is not freely accessible. The Education Number Act [Dutch title: Wet onderwijsnummer] regulates which organisations have access to the information and what they are permitted to do with it. For instance, education numbers cannot be used for the purpose of implementing the Aliens Act [Dutch title: Vreemdelingenwet]. 
b. Obligation to attend school
Children are permitted to attend primary school upon reaching the age of four. At this age, in consultation with the teacher, you can keep your child off school for occasional half days.
Once your child reaches the age of five, it is compulsory for him/her to attend school every day. (Special rules apply to 5-year-olds: in consultation with the principal, you are permitted to keep your 5-year-old at home for five hours a week, but it is always necessary to arrange this in advance). 
In the event of religious celebrations or family circumstances it is possible to ask for a day off, but this must always be done in advance. The principal will decide whether or not to accept your request.
Unauthorised absences will be reported to the school attendance officer, who may decide to impose a fine. 
With the exception of school holidays and official public holidays, you are not permitted to keep your child at home. 
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